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ALMA as a Fully-Fledged Observatory
Masaaki HIRAMATSU, Satoru IcucHI and
Seiichi SAkamoTO

Chile Observatory, National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan, 2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka,
Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: ALMA started early science operations in
2011 and inaugurated in 2013 to be a fully-fledged ob-
servatory. With unprecedented sensitivity and resolu-
tion in millimeter/submillimeter wavelength, ALMA
has obtained the sharpest view of protoplanetary
disks, measured the amount of heavy elements in gal-
axies 10 billion light years away, and detected signals
from complex organic molecules. In this article, we
describe the current status of ALMA.
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