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Gravitational Lensing and Amateurs
Fumio ABE

Institute for Space-Terrestrial Environmental
Research, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-
ku, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan

Abstract: About 80 years ago, gravitational lensing was
introduced by Rudi Mandl, an amateur scientist. Now,
gravitational lensing is applied to finding extrasolar
planets. In this research, amateurs in southern hemi-
sphere are contributing to observe gravitational
events. Here, I review the history of gravitational lens-
ing and the contributions of amateurs.
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