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How Suprime-Cam Was Born

Sadanori OKAMURA
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Abstract: Personal recollection of how Suprime-Cam
was born is described in some detail. I was encour-
aged to see the S/N calculation showing that a CCD
camera at the prime focus of the planned JNLT (Japa-
nese National Large Telescope) compares to the cam-
era of coming Hubble Space Telescope. A wide field of
view of 0.5 degrees was successfully realized with a so-
phisticated wide field corrector. Suprime-Cam became
ready just before the Subaru first light at the Casseg-
rain focus in December 1998, despite limited man-
power due to the overlap with the SDSS project for
some team members. Expected excellent performance
of the Suprime-Cam was verified. Commissioning at
the prime focus took another 1.5 years before Su-
prime-Cam became fully operational for the first
common use in 2000.
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