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End-Cretaceous Global Cooling and Mass
Extinction driven by a Nebula Encounter
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Abstract: We have identified iridium in an ~5 m-thick
section of pelagic sediment cored in a deep sea floor,
in addition to a distinct spike in iridium related to an
asteroid impact. We find that an encounter of the solar
system with a dark nebula can explain the component.
The climate cooling forced by a nebula encounter may
account for a mass extinction at the End-Cretaceous.
It is also consistent with a trend of the reduction in
the generic number of dinosaurs.
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