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N R 10-100 kg  Micro satellite
1-10kg  Nano satellite
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Beginning of a New Era in Space Science
with Micro Satellites

Munetaka UENO

Center for Planetary Science, Kobe University,
7-1-48 Minatojima-minamimachi, Chuo-ku,
Kobe 650-0047, Japan

Abstract: Scale of scientific spacecrafts is getting enor-
mous rapidly, while utilization of micro satellites is the
current trend in commercial applications in the Unit-
ed States. A pioneering work of the PROCYON mis-
sion, a micro spacecraft for interplanetary cruising,
revealed potential of micro satellites for future space
sciences. It is now time for us to establish platforms
supporting “micro satellite era in space science.”
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