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Abstract: For a girl born at the beginning of the 20th
century, science was nearly inaccessible if not impos-
sible at all. But a few did make it, with tremendous
personal effort and good fortune. This article intro-
duces Ms. Hisako Koyama, a solar observer, who has
made tremendous contribution to sunspot research
and its connection to space weather. Ms. Koyama was
born in Tokyo in 1916 and graduated from high
school in the 1930s. She was an amateur astronomer
before she became a staff at the national science muse-
um in Tokyo, where she poured her enthusiasm and
energy into sunspot observations for over 50 years. As
a science writer, she also wrote up many magazine ar-
ticles for amateurs, conveying the joy of star-watching.
Her high-quality record of sunspot numbers spanning
nearly 50 years played a vital role in recent interna-
tional effort to reconstruct sunspot numbers back to
1,600, forming one of the few backbones of the data-
base. In the article, we explore historical materials to
reveal not only the value of her long record of sunspot
number, but also her contribution in conveying space
weather to the general public, and the development of
her indomitable spirit towards science.
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