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What Is Asteroseismology?
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Abstract: What kind of structure does a star have? As-
teroseismology is the research subject that tries to an-
swer this question by examining oscillations detected
at the surface. This has evolved from study of pulsat-
ing variable stars, which has developed since the dis-
covery of the period-luminosity relation of Cepheids,
and helioseismology, which has been initiated by the
detection of the five-minute oscillation of the Sun. The
subject has been advanced remarkably thanks to ob-
servations from space, which have been realised in the
21st century. This article explains what asteroseismol-
ogy is, including its fundamental concepts, history
and major topics, while the following four articles fo-
cus on particular types of stars to introduce their re-
cent results.
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