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The Past and Future of Public Astronomical
Observatories in Japan

The working group for 100th anniversary
research of Public Astronomical Observatory
Japan Public Observatory Society, 1470~-15 Aoyama,
Himeji, Hyogo 671-2222, Japan

In 2026, Japan marks the centenary of Kurashiki Obser-
vatory. This article reviews the histories and prospects
of ten facilities across Japan. The cases show expanding
roles in education, research, tourism, community en-
gagement, and well-being, while highlighting shared
challenges such as aging facilities, maintenance, human
resources, light pollution, accessibility, and sustainable
management for the next century.
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