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A Brief History of Public Astronomical
Observatories in Japan

Koki SAwADA

Faculty of Economics, Setsunan University, 17-8
Ikeda-Nakamachi, Neyagawa, Osaka 572-8508,
Japan

Abstract: This article provides a brief historical over-
view of public astronomical observatories in Japan. It
traces their development from early public-oriented
observatories to the postwar expansion of facilities for
science education, and then to the rapid increase and
enlargement of observatories from the 1980s onward.
It also discusses recent issues such as closures, dark-
sky conservation, and the sustainable future of public
astronomical observatories.
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Discovery of an Asteroid Satellite Through
Occultation Observations

Norihiro MANAGO

JOIN (Japan Occultation Information Network),
IOTA/EA (International Occultation Timing
Association East Asia)

Abstract: It is a great honor for me to receive The AS]J
Award for the Outstanding Achievement by Amateur.
As an amateur astronomer, I have observed various
celestial phenomena since my youth. After retiring, I
began observation of stellar occultations by asteroids.
Here, I describe my astronomical activities to date and
the observation made on August 21, 2024, which led
to the discovery of a satellite of the asteroid (6326)
Idamiyoshi.
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A Long Interview with Prof. Hiroto
Tabara [1]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the first article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Hiroto Tabara. He studied physics
at Rikkyo University and is known as a pioneer of cos-
mic magnetism research: he compiled a catalogue of
the linear polarization of radio sources and used the
Faraday rotation derived from it to probe the galactic
magnetic field. He was also involved in building the
operational and common-use systems of the Nobeyama
Radio Observatory and served as President of the As-
tronomical Society of Japan from 2001 to 2002, mak-
ing major contributions to the astronomical commu-
nity. At Utsunomiya University he served as Dean of
the Faculty of Education and later as President, con-
tributing substantially to discussions on education and
on university system. In this first article, which covers
his boyhood through his high school years, he talks
about the experiments he devised using goods from
his family’s shop, his memories of village life during
and after the World War II, the unexpected letters that
arrived for his graduation anthology, and the student
council in high school. The first signs of the leadership
with which he would later help build the astronomical
community and its common-use framework can al-
ready be seen here.
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Structure and Energy in the Universe: From Interstellar Clouds to
Cosmic Explosions & The Olympian Symposium 2026
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