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The Contemporary Significance of Public
Observatories: Public Observatories as
Museums

Atsushi MATsvo' and Takashi Mivamoro®

'Committee on Museums, Japan Public
Observatory Society, *Committee on Museums,
Japan Public Observatory Society, Minami-Aso
Luna Observatory, 1810 Shirakawa, Minami-Aso
mura Minami-Aso gun, Kumamoto 869-1502,

Japan

Abstract: Public observatories in Japan originated with
the founding of the Kurashiki Observatory in 1926 but
have rarely been recognized as museums. However,
their activities, including the collection, preservation,
exhibition, research, and educational use of astronom-
ical materials, are consistent with the purposes and
functions of museums defined by the Museum Act.
The 2022 revision of the Museum Act further clarified
their position as museums and expanded opportuni-
ties for cultural engagement, tourism, regional collab-
oration, and digital archiving. Public observatories are
also expected to provide opportunities for science
communication, well-being, and experiences of awe.
Promoting their activities from a museum perspective
will enhance their social value and contribute to their
sustainable development.
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