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Toward Defining the Japanese-Style Public
Astronomical Observatory:
Insights from an International Comparison

Atsushi TAKANO
Minami-Aso Luna Observatory, Shirakawa 1810,
Minami-Aso, Kumamoto 869-1502, Japan

Abstract: Japan has developed a unique network of
about 300 public astronomical observatories (PAOs)
dedicated to public outreach and education. While
well documented domestically, their position in an in-
ternational context has received little attention. Based
on nationwide survey data, field investigations on the
U.S. West Coast, and a review of international litera-
ture, this article presents an exploratory comparison.
Rather than identifying an overseas counterpart, the
comparison reveals the distinctive historical and insti-
tutional character of the Japanese model, with related
types found in Germany, Czechia, and South Korea.
We propose the “Japanese-style Public Astronomical
Observatory” as a framework for future comparative
studies.

647


https://www.planetarium.berlin/archenhold-sternwarte
https://www.planetarium.berlin/archenhold-sternwarte
https://prague.eu/en/objevujte/stefanik-observatory-stefanikova-hvezdarna/
https://prague.eu/en/objevujte/stefanik-observatory-stefanikova-hvezdarna/
https://www.aldebaran.cz/bulletin/2008_49_iya.php
https://www.aldebaran.cz/bulletin/2008_49_iya.php
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000000007.000084750.html
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000000007.000084750.html

