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A Long Interview with Prof. Hiroto Tabara
(2]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the second article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Hiroto Tabara. After three
years as a ronin (a student retaking university en-
trance exams), he entered the Department of Physics
at Rikkyo University in 1958. He looks back on those
three years as a kind of hibernation, but also as a peri-
od that led to the encounters and opportunities that
shaped his later career. As an undergraduate he was
diligent enough to rewrite his lecture notes at home
into a systematic form, and he devoted himself to ana-
lyzing nuclear emulsion plates. At the same time, he
published a research bulletin through the university’s
science club and attended colloquia at the Theoretical
Physics Laboratory, whose members included Mitsuo
Taketani, which deepened his interest in the universe.
He went on to that same laboratory for graduate study,
intending to work on particle physics, but his interests
shifted toward cosmic rays. In the second year of his
master’s program he led the founding of the Three-
Field Summer School for Young Researchers, span-
ning particle physics, nuclear physics, and cosmic rays,
serving as its secretary-general and inviting speakers
such as Hideki Yukawa. The school continues to this
day, and it also became the impetus for the creation of
the Summer School for Young Astronomers and As-
trophysicists.
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