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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei
[10]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the tenth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. In 1988, the Tokyo
Astronomical Observatory was reorganized into the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, becom-
ing independent from the University of Tokyo. While,
in this series, many people talked about the reorgani-
zation, here Prof. Hiei presents his account from his
own perspective. As discussions unfolded about what
kind of observatory to build under the new structure,
Prof. Hiei recalls concerns that separating from the
university might weaken ties with students, and that
the importance of the technical staff who support ob-
servational instruments might not be readily under-
stood on the university side. He also offers a different
view on criticisms that the former Tokyo Astronomi-
cal Observatory was “closed” or “run behind closed
doors,” pointing to the observatory’s particular histor-
ical background. Finally, he cautions that while oral
histories like this interview are valuable as historical
sources, they must be handled with care, since per-
spectives differ from person to person and can include
misunderstandings.
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