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Toward a Comprehensive Understanding
of Molecular Cloud Formation in the
Local Universe: Resent Achievement and
Future Prospects

Kazuki TokupA', Masato I. N. KoBAYAsHI>>*
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'"Faculty of Education, Kagawa University, 1-1
Saiwai-cho, Takamatsu, Kagawa 760-8522, Japan
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322-6 Oroshi-cho, Toki, Gifu 509-5292, Japan
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*Divison of Science, National Astronomical Ob-
servatory of Japan, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan
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Abstract: Molecular clouds, the birthplaces of star for-
mation, take on a variety of shapes depending on their
environment within a galaxy. Recent advances in ob-
servational capabilities have made it possible to obtain
high-resolution views of molecular clouds in low-me-
tallicity galaxies, such as the Magellanic Clouds, and
nearby galaxies. However, molecular clouds are com-
plex systems in which radiation, turbulence, magnetic
fields, and self-gravity interact to control structural
evolution and star formation. As we prepare to take
our research beyond the boundaries of galaxies, it is
important to organize our current understanding of
this complex system. In this article, we review obser-
vational and theoretical research on the formation and
evolution of molecular clouds, mainly conducted by
Japanese researchers. In particular, we focus on the
formation mechanisms of filamentary clouds, which
are quasi-universal structures in molecular clouds,
and the process of molecular cloud formation as a
function of metallicity. We discuss the implications of
these findings for star formation and the understand-
ing of the interstel-lar medium in the distant Universe.
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Astronomical Heritage: The Old Main
Building of Mizusawa Latitude Observato-
ry (Kimura Hisashi Memorial Museum)
Mareki HonmA

Mizusawa VLBI Observatory, NAOJ, 2-12
Mizusawa Hoshigaoka, Ohshu, Iwate 023-0861,
Japan

Abstract: This article reviews history and current sta-
tus of the old main building of Mizusawa Latitude Ob-
servatory, currently being used as Kimura Hisashi Me-
morial Museum, which was built in 1899 as a part of

International Latitude Observatory, and recently regis-
tered as Japan Astronomical Heritage.
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Stars for Everyone—Toward an Inclusive
Society

Mariko TAkAHAsHI and Koichi ATOBE
Star-Weaving Village, 6587-2 Yato, Oizumi,
Hokuto, Yamanashi 409-1502 Japan

abstract: In, the General Incorporated Association
“Star-Weaving Village” was honored with the Astro-
nomical Education and Outreach Award of the Astro-
nomical Society of Japan. We were deeply grateful for
the words of the citation, which stated that “the activi-
ties of Star-Weaving Village can be regarded as a social
movement in which people work together to build the
inclusive society we aspire to.” With heartfelt apprecia-
tion to all those who have supported us, invited us to
share the starry sky together, and collaborated to
shape our wide-ranging activities, this paper introduc-
es the recent developments of Star-Weaving Village.
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Monthly relative numbers of sunspot (1961 - -2024)
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The American Association of Variable
Star Observers

Proudly Recopnizes
Solar Observer
Eisutlen Mochizuki

for a cumulative contribution since 1999 of 5,000 sunspot observations in
suppaort of the American Relative Sunspot Number program and service to
the AAVSO Solar observing program through Seprember 2022

ik from . e e comigaens i 8, o are Digrid £, Cowail, President
[FOPT S ———

e, ranewalls ot st being o

[y iy T—r— — Dirniser

X7 BB 5000 24 ORLEI W T2 1V T ER

2 (AAVSO) Wb ERHEMT 2 Zvickh &

L.

AAVSO i3 iv A ¥ 7 FML R P EFBI TR
[5iF9%# ¢ & % Brad Schaefer 82 »3E &6 1, #
e KA T b 2 Bl E R O R EBE
WKWREL DT P74 29 JREP W& L
7z.

Schaefer (4% 7> & 13 1999 4E LLH 0 48 H o @l
EORMEDOE L H Y, M — b 10t R
RAE, — P 1R SR L 2 L.

AAVSO ICERHEZAE L 72 1999 4 2> 5 2022 4F %
T O B AE o fF #5013 5000 & 22 R L,
AAVSO 2 b HIRZwicrea g Lic (K7).

KXHH 202641 H



b bic

MFE D I BENHY 905, AL
oIS 2 2 I3 ES 21T 3 2
CERFELTEY Y. HHHEZ RT3 Y,
SHO L OHHIZ Y S 7% 2 2 2 350 Lt
ZUNUIR G280 3. RT3 2 0k03h

BOPoRLRYEILLTLEVET.
BLTHRKTMRZ CHGEEIC2 Y & 375,
BFREEZ 2 7L 710k 2HIBRNOHELEZ 3
¥, HAKBGOEHET 2 0ELX KL 7
wRIZIC72 D F 925, BB oI 35S o
FiRRLRIGED )1 ¢ B d o 1o T ¥ RRFEEL T
B3x9.

BAXXFRIRNINHE

HLTVET.

BAXXFREEICOWT
https://www.asj.or.jp/jp/activities/prize/

The ASJ Award for the Outstanding Achievement by Amateur

HARER T, RXBIATEEIE SR OB M O NI F S LA, & 723 Mk 250t
S, REINZGSESEC AN IGRIC T TREL Te & 3. 2001 FE 2 SRS N T2 C
DOENL, BN T ORSGES), Bl ZIXEFICEH 2 RKIABIIIS, 24N 2R OB - @i
BEEMEL, BT I eHNE LTEY, NRY L2083, REFERE - RIKFHERY)
FEOPHIIL F © 78 RSB - 2SN 2 D 29, W&, HAEEE, HAEECA
TAMAN, I FHACARIM 2 & HATH > T, RKCAEE B 2585 Lewd (M
B tLTwEd. HARKARZORATH 225 wirllv A, #EEE, KEFEREE
EEREZMTC, RaliE (MR 2ERERINCHEL 2 7.

AARTSCARRNHEICO 3 & LT, #HEBEEL O AR AR H — L= DI

HF119% HEH1E

31



VAVA ) —Z L FAHFITONEHZ YAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

F40: EEHEERR~RFHED
EFICOWTHA S | ~1 KRS

£ B K -

SRR A SULIRUA R A E R T153-8902 HULUARE RIXENY; 3-8-1)

e-mail: masato.sato.astro@gmail.com

HAXXZERF v ) 7HEZERTIE, 2025F5815HICH Y 51 VE#R [EEHEEAR
~BEHEDHERICOWTHAS | ~ 2RMELIC. IFE, SFEMPREEICH|THRXBRE
DABEHLEML TED, BEEFIERBEIIKXEREEICE > T v U TORRFED 1D -
TW3. ZCT, AXFHRETLH20FEMIERBELILHBIL, ZOHE, FERSE,
EBEBICOWTHE LWL W, EFMRECELIREREREOZELROIL, SEOFYUT
EREIT B3 X TBEILRDZADELCHHICDT, ABICTZORBERET 5. b, AaTlE
UEEORADOHREINEZZEHEE LWVWEERT, BHERICBMINTOWCRRRKZOEEREA
CIAICERERBE BBV, (Fv ) 7XEEES

I3 C &I

HAXP2F » V7T XEEARTIE, *Fx
TS24 Y54 ViR [Fx VT Hh 7] %
RIS L T3, BH, Kaia=54—
BT S, @EEMER CUF, &%) HEoft
FORMEL L, ZNMEOXF YV T7OBE L
% ¢ R HIC [EHAEERE~ S SEAE O
FIZOWTHIA D |~ DB S iz, KSCEWT
WHETH D2 EEHBEDO L > L%, HHE, ¥
AfgEy, Zcbi 2 BEPHY, REHFLE
O, HFEWREDIERERET 2 L TRwIcsE
KR ANBRTHoTTed, ZONEEHET 2

1. ERSOEE

SRIOEEHE, 20255 H15H OK) 16:30-
18:001CZoom X — 7 4 Y EHVIzA Y T4
B chifE s, HFUEE, HHmiEEo%
xR HDICEEF68 B DBL T-.

32

RN V7T XIREBEETLHI)IBLES A
(AEHEARARDTER) » O BEHHS H
D, FEVCTHE Y LT, IMEMSA (HEE
FIARIA R B UEEIR) 6 [EETOHEICD
W, EREHARS A (/MRS TR
) 256 EHTOWRICOVT]), BIFETS
A (—BEERERZAARAHBEE) » 56
MEETORERREICONT], YWVWHF—<TZ
NENET (%, #1570 +HER57) »irbh
fo. 20, HH2He LT, BHEEIHIIHT S
PRUCE L HUL Y Liciies 3097) »ifrbiic.

DURICEE ¢ ERUOCE ONR 2 HE T 5.

2. BETOHBICOVWT (B5FE-
IMAEFI S A)

21 BELE

AL, FrE 2 HiET 700 0 54 o FLHH
HEABERETH Y, ERIEED» 6 RE24E4E
WCEU T 2 EDERE T 2. HAME O#E R

KXHH 202641 H



AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVNAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY jﬂj—if'

ThY, FPEFZDORCEE» 5, FHEEDH
B2 2O R@ L, K AR EORRE - £
MEEcE Y, RELD2FRHEBICHONS
AV FaTAERoTOD, RSB ET
HAENIC, ENTEE GIK55F v v o82), &
VA (3R, 2028444 A AR, BV
AR »d2. Tz, wHNEE GR, 2025
EIHIC KRR »HTETETEYH, MRS
bIEHS R T3 7u 548 Tthd (X1).
HEAREBRICAZT 2Z2EDP 2Ry HED T

D, HEREEEED D R LI% P EHICAZLT
W3, 2RISR, DRI, ol E R Ae

%, AFERRAL T 32EL 3 T8/
R, ERAEBOMERIE, B, K¥E3E
KEFANT, MEFERAEFL DI D> TED,
RLZCODEE (5-78]) 7275, Bl TR
LEHHRFNCER T 2 EEL I TEI T3
(K4 BIFERL).

22 BETOHBICOWT

BEH)F 250100 TIE, W,
3FEM—MRH 220, KEANERICHE
WL Z Tl DI LT, BET

BT
PIREE 23
34D

TATITONENS 2VAY

CEMEIHDGH b, ZEX Lz 182 0EIG
PIRZIWCHEZ T, 1275240 N2 v oD AR
W, B2 MBI ot BEA LY 70 &
DL LIFEL RN OV TH 5.

HRH RS EMERBEIC & 2 2E, Y,
FEEETHY, PRI ICE L ZRE RS
n3. SRH, MEIHORECBESHYT 3.
1HEY 7205 a<fBE EHORELYS LT
W2, STHORELIY T 208, H14Y)
BIREOMEEASIC L 725, — 5T, RERR®
—EEY B3 v, HRAICAEIZEL 2o Tl
D H 5.

—BHE R EHBRIC L 2R o TE
D, BheFRciEoRE TS, 18EYNT:
D5-6a~<,FHTH 2, 12MHOKRELE
BOERTITI B 3. 20k, EHPRHE
BICHAR, B O B0 p3, GEROEE
1213, 200 N\RREOREZITO oot L 75 51
M23% 3.

HEEOHE, YO WT
AR 2O, 3RS
BRI, WA TI % 2 3.

3, 1-34ERTEE
MO v
ez iz o v T,

2@ (+15) onS

LEte ]

mx m
-
‘E0
3 i)
»BR

+ AT
+ AN

[F- L + BTmN

wa

v B

» BRET RS

e vom
(3 i
Wi B
VAR WmE
PHR » foml
vEM ranl S
» REH L] » ARRTAT
» B (%, 250
5 [ 58
WMLESTE .1 S
1 2 (i

HF119% HEH1E

+ R

nf

By

P LT

Exkvg ]
19624F 33BN 12462 18D,
2E(C514855% 7 >/ (X

l\ji
WIK (E E\_L FHE)
s + 148 (E) 20284 4 AR
IEE
" 4R (BL>A, ERE. a#X.

MLFEDTE)
BN=EE (KOSEN)
EOIL3IR (+ 3REHE)
S 28 (KOSEN-KMITL,
KOSEN KMUTT)
+ I b 14 (EJ-KOSEN)
203549 BT E

DEE RS AGEEHER L D).

33



VAVA ) —Z L FAHFITONEHZ YAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

12 EREUE e IER B 2 2 O, 3R
WMoy, ERD, WMo AREXEEs wihd,
3ERE T, BHTHIUIRKFEAZRICESN
HIZETHAAATC 2 DDEHTH 3.
INHIChZ T, MEOEY AR @mED
H3. BEETIE, A1 vFa—Yaryy—2r¥
VI, AENERCYICERY, BHb T <RIk
HTHYHORELT-> 0 5. FEESHEFIC
LHDHATEDY, 2024 FEE 12494 EARAR
HFRBZHEIENIL TE Y, BERBETHADR
EOWNRERZ B L T2 b a7 | ¥V v o8
VIR T ANDINEEBITToTVd. Fx
THBIIBVTY, 54EM», (EHEL, B
SFT, Fx U T ORNE, ¥ &—VTy TR,
HERDIREIZ ZTORD S & R TT-> T 3.
23 BDHIC (FEHERBICISEFEDAN)
EHABONFEERIZ, SEEEORAT A b
ICHEERICIER S Tv 3. HiNC k- T, —fi%
FHZE (e, Bee, b9, sM8E (EH
R DILEAREC EZ ONb. SEEOE -
Ho—RRIHAROLE, K10MEREOHERT
HB. EREATIE, HEEBICMZAT, BHE~
DRIEDFHCHEEHIN TS, =791 + 72
EDPLZOEETHEANTV2HE LM, H
DWEIEMRTE2D»%, IHETORE %
Bucigd CEARMIcE CepsEBC S, %
7z, HEEEROBIE, KRB, KX
DHEPBEET 2 Z e QFICHEL ¥ L.

3. BEETOHEICOWVWT (HMYE
B -BEHFAIA)
3.1 SEICEITAHE
EEIZHEBE VI 4 X =UDRV» L LT
s, EEER e LT, I ESEHE0E
" ftFEo 1o L THET T3, §FHTO
WHIc s 32 57— 213, B0 Y = 79 4 b
THRMEIN TR, Chuck iy, SE»ESL
TV RHNBERE, LRI ZEtigE O LLE »S

34

K&, T3, THEROMEE»Z W 2Ici
KL T2, 2EOEN &S CER LT3R
1%, 2019-2023 4F & T 1359 900-1000 1/ 4E T
B L TBYH, 2EOEN &HEOHELH 3426
% (20244EF) ThHHIcD, HAMICEZ B YR
25-30% DAEPFHFE 2 HEIG L T b il
2 (K2). Zhud, FHFEOBIER (K930%) ¥
FEETH 5. FHIAERIROD 72 o ORI ¢

I —, HEEHOEZHIELH Y, NTEESOHE
BODOYR—FLAREL T 3.

WigE T —< B L Cid, SRR - pE3E
CHEAET 2T —<HDE R-TE Y, EiEVIZE
ERo TV RAATDHIRTH 3.

BRI IC O VT, FHERE, BEHICAIH
D GPUGRERES D 2550 H 205, 826K
DRIREEZ N5, GO KRB OSHEH &
2EHELHED, THLLEZLDHBIREEZ
LB, FHERO Yy —F 2L T35
HRErAarizveEiohs.

32 BEICHITAAREBELLTOBES

WEE e L COEmSHOMIE, ZE LI EEyY
Fivb oo (Mikrh) motefiipics s e, B
WMEICISSHET S 2 2 ¢, (B HEBZ
Wiz —<ICHD D 2 2 v, T Ly v v —
BRELALRNIE (Z2HZ LML TR0 H
Bb—Ef3), Bl HEZ 5263 C
v (2L, ENLEHEOEE), BE - oM
HiIZEbNZ ZeBHiFoni.

—75, L, BECHROmH LY,
W AIE S 3 2 v, &l - IR EsEs N
22¢, MRT2EFN— a v OMFHC TR
B, Xk - FEEANDT 2 ADR ST
wWZrndrohs. (EESAHSR,) T —
RE3ZIOLLWVEIoTEY, Br—< T icHEAE
FRECDF v T4 v RELHRYT, Han T IWRL
MRT2ZvT, WELEDZ LI T3,

2l NS & TN > E» DN B Y L
T, RIFEEEL R CHRHASh 350 2

KXHH 202641 H



AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY $,1) — 2 ¢

| BFERIRIAR

EUBETIE, HMRMREBMBE (RIFHE) O
FICTERICEHE. BECNADEBIIZE >TVWET,

TATITONEH B AvAY

(%) BiiaEREH
34268 (SH6FE)
XEMLE 12.6%

FHRB DA

HEH) 255 —_— (g%%
e
800 —— 1,050
700 —— 700

X2 ENEFORMEEGSHEOMRE (B S AR & b, WL i N E7 s FEM RS E (DR
64EE) 19 ~—).

¥, XYl CHERAINIGERH B C
Y, XL COERICENZGE»H 5 2
¥, FHERDSERHE TRV e R pdh T b k.
4. BETOZEEREICOWVWT (—HE
25 - ANFETIA)

41 ZFEEEEICOWVWT

2 5 2Tz TE, —BEREOES, 28
E@nmﬁ#ﬁﬁ&%@ébfwa.%ﬁlia
WIE(TIC 725 C gz {, AT 2EH» 5 0
Wk d, EHEH L, HHE, S—2nnv—
L (1a<w), Ya—+rE—2srv—24n (5-100F
) 2175 2, mH, HEHRE, AHRHEEOfE
REITH ¥, F20, (REHEmRKLITI 2R
CHHIF oG, JUNAT, RESRSUESR
ORFICIE, % OREEEY»H 275, WH, HEAIL
L FARINCH D FHE O 2 JSF 3 2w ) (iiE D
JTH B, @AFEOHEME (HMBESHY) 13,

B119E H1s

-4 & & A&

K3 fEESE (WS AGHEER £ D).

HERRFRE 1T .

GBSOV TE, —BEEORE, 28 OIS
%&A@@%#EéLTV6.ﬁ§@%H10®
G R L, 2SN EE O EE o B & Of
T35 5. ROKFLEFKIZEEHTHY, REK
REWH o TG RE RIS 21T . E%%K
&, BE BRI, B2 L SR

35



AVAVL ) —Z 0 THFITFTONEIHN R VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

WL, [ cBICHETE 2 EICLTE
(enwhdiv iz s, FitsEEko o,
RO T > BB L TwapnBEidihwvy. &7,
KERLAY T R FOBICIBEIREZITI. EREOR
fHa TSz K2, BHENMEETHY,
Hi#Y 2. —/57T, @) s chilfE
SNBZRE - av 7 2 M, EEEERT OB
Cis 329, \HEHSIEE»Z . Zhbian
Z7C, BEENCRE Y 2 R e LT, Rl
OHI LA, ik ORER S K O faf e ¥ o0k
CREFFoFEH ORI Y) 2175

RICEFE AN T 5. EIEE 1AGERTIRIC
IBREC 2> TEY, KL o2 E»EE 27
¥, BHERHEE B ->T\0E, BEHOBRIABFEL
WOMEDTTH Y, HEOEEGBHHODOY,
HIBELITI 2w ) boT, lHEOHEBRE LR
DT N—br b2, BORBKE, —BEEEO
BERKIZ0NOEENEY, BHICE->TH
100-500 AFEE DI 72 % .
EEEFCOVCTE, SEEEONE 0T, 2
EHoEmHETHERIE»EATVZ. —HEET
3, HREHSHNEZEGRE, toEHIZR % v 7 Txt
JE¥ 755 T 5. EHEEFOERZEHK e LT, #
7HE, WORFICHIEZITS Cehdbd. —HmEmH
OLEEE, EEHOBEY R CGIMT2 2L TE
59, ERLHAH TRy ¥ J I HE LT
W, BINCHE LI L O RERRT A2 ZXicks o
TWV3., Z0kd, SvFrc17ay ZE20HE
PERERR L T\ 355, 9 A H O 13T I 2 HERAEE
2T LRI EFHIIEREINE TETH L. i
PEDT%, @ 22-7RHCEESE (X3) THEIRE ¥
%. THOBBICREHEE TR 2 HEXEH D
»H 20, —HEETIINBEEEA TS, K
PR RO LD T BICIE, RS I 2 ORH
PR LY, ARG ERIEE TN SRS
tbdhb.

ZOIEHIC, BIFEBI - 12EEE, v—v
LR VPEOIRES, HTOTHROIH

36

5. ATHE, FEDS TR L EfET 2
fosh, ARy 7 I3HAMNZEERLHE 1T,
42 BIBALICWIL

ARG, FEEPZVY, SRV kY
IS 22y, HOZERDL COBROMEL Y
ARG B T, BHEREZ oD, —EEHIZ
A NS CRBLIZ o7, &7, b
D2ZOFEBRL T DL Uo7 FrcE
BRO¥Re VI Zebdh, ZLEOE - #is
ANDEFAR—varvhEl, BHRIZELIVDH 5.
KX« FHROWZEEE, WM E5 o Bk
FHuis, FERMCEN R - TTEITE 3 BE
BRIMBDZ KL TR, —J7T, EETI,
FE 0T B BERIIHTT, HEE TR
1195 2 il 3. KB ERAGHEE, Bk
0-2, BEXUR: 0-2, fL22KR: 1-5, e - ¥
10-50f5F2ETH 3. A1, HRROLAET
b, FERETE S YRR 2 IR ER D H D BES) 03
HBEERE, PRS2 D
DT, FOME L TF L.

25 2 PN
5. & R O8

ZMEH» S [EE T e icm - ARBEFRIES
CREBH o1, FREBEOIMBIeHTED
»? ] CHMZHY, dEE oo [REE, 5
N R, —BIEE T, AMBGRe T L.
KBRE R, DR b O OEBEHFE~OLRIL
FHES N T2 KL TEY, BEOKCEWE T
2IiEbEhnvelEbng] CRIESH -

1, TWIZR3M L e o 2 e ehs, Wigehiki
TI20»7 cOBM»HY, THEEHICEES
EEETT 5. fliasH R 0EEIE, ERMERICR
¥T2EnCPENZ e EDbNRE. XL, Hlx
F1AHIHC AR 2EBITRICIT v, BED R
Y a— WL R B, R TR &
o TORGHEIFHELeT V] CRIZE»H - 1.

ME B E IR DR S p 25, 1576 C
ZWROHED ST HEDLL X IEH 2?2 CDHE

KXHH 202641 H



VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV\\/U—-Z\‘:

IS LT T —<E UL D 5. LR A
KFI 37— < 3 MomgeE sy, i 20
HrF—<ICHOHG &Sk, &1, RAF
2 DR, BERSREHO T LYy vy —23h Y,
FKehdhbre I ATRYIDICL Gk 222
Hoted’, ZEREZ TRV - TGk 3 &
EHTEL] CDEBEPH T,

6. HEbHhHiC

INEFTEHEHE L VI F v ) 7 OTFEITEHR
LCwicb oo, BIRNZERCIEREE 2/ 2
BEEENTEY, FOCHETI T2
1. A, EHEOME D & BARN 72 ERNE, BT
JURBICES T, WA EDOR LS 2T
&, SBOFYVTEEZRDLIZATRELBEY
otz HISMIE - - D12, #EE OEED &
TOHEBERLEFBICOVT, CTHREim3IC, L
ZICRB-o TV TH D, T, ESE
BIEEMN s fliimmpsg <, A AL 25864
BBV TIF RO B L Tnichs, EHERIC
BHE L PAIREIFEIE L FH U 72 »3 & Rk
KD E N T0 3226, ZOHIZRSKE L
Tholz.

HF119% HEH1E

TATITONENS 2VAY

E i
AROHER D2 K IES o LHARER F +
) 7 SHRRERDEMNELS A, LS A, B
R DRBTHE T H 2/MRIERIS A, @REITKS
A, BIEITS AEEHI L B &9

The Report on the Online Panel Discus-
sion, “Careers in KOSEN—Let’s Learn
About the Work of KOSEN Faculties!”

Masato SATO

Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, The
University of Tokyo, 3-8-1 Komaba, Meguro,
Tokyo 153-8902, Japan

Abstract: The ASJ Career Support Committee orga-
nized an online panel discussion “Careers in KOSEN—
Let’s Learn About the Work of KOSEN Faculties!”, on
May 15, 2025. In this decade, the number of astrono-
mers in National Institutes of Technology (KOSEN)
has been increasing, and a KOSEN faculty position
has become one of the career options for early-career
astronomers. In this event, invited three KOSEN facul-
ties working on astronomy gave a talk on the work
and career in KOSEN. In this article, we report on the
content of the event. To ensure the report reflects the
perspective of those directly involved, we asked M.
Sato from the University of Tokyo, who joined the
round-table, to write this article.
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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei
[10]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the tenth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. In 1988, the Tokyo
Astronomical Observatory was reorganized into the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, becom-
ing independent from the University of Tokyo. While,
in this series, many people talked about the reorgani-
zation, here Prof. Hiei presents his account from his
own perspective. As discussions unfolded about what
kind of observatory to build under the new structure,
Prof. Hiei recalls concerns that separating from the
university might weaken ties with students, and that
the importance of the technical staff who support ob-
servational instruments might not be readily under-
stood on the university side. He also offers a different
view on criticisms that the former Tokyo Astronomi-
cal Observatory was “closed” or “run behind closed
doors,” pointing to the observatory’s particular histor-
ical background. Finally, he cautions that while oral
histories like this interview are valuable as historical
sources, they must be handled with care, since per-
spectives differ from person to person and can include
misunderstandings.
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