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The Dalton Minimum, as Seen from Con-
temporaneous Observational Records

Hisashi HaAyAkawa
Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku,
Nagoya 464-8601, Japan

Abstract: Apart from regular 11-year cycles, the solar
activity shows longer modulations, as exemplified with
the Maunder Minimum and the Dalton Minimum.
However, they took place significantly before our sys-
tematic “modern” observations and do not allow us to
easily quantify their behaviors? What did contempora-
neous documents record about the solar activity at
that time? This article introduces recent studies on
how the Dalton Minimum came to be named, and
how sunspot group number and sunspot positions be-
haved during the Dalton Minimum on the basis of
contemporaneous archival records.
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