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10th Anniversary of “Series: Astronomers’
Showa”

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: The author has conducted interviews with
retired astronomers, asking them not only about the
development of astronomy but also about changes in
education and society more broadly in the latter half
of the twentieth century. Over the past ten years, these
interviews have been published in The Astronomical
Herald as a series entitled “Series: Astronomers’
Showa.” Fortunately, the series has been well received
by readers, allowing it to continue over a long period.
To mark the tenth anniversary of the series, this article
revisits the nature of this undertaking and explains its
aims, significance, and methodology. It also looks
ahead to the kinds of historical narratives that may be
woven from the testimonies of the interviewees.
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