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OBSERVERS DATA

NEW STATUS DOCUME

(65635) Hirayamashin

(65635) Hirayamashin = 1977 EA8 = 1999 RL171
Discovered at Kiso on 1977-03-12 by H. Kosai and K. Hurukawa.

Shin Hirayama (1867-1945) was a Japanese astrophysicist, and became the second director of Tokyo Astronomical
Observatory in 1920. Because he found two new asteroids in 1900, later identified as prediscovery observations of
(498) and (727), he is regarded as the Japanese pioneer in asteroid astronomy. [Ref: WGSBN Bull. 5, #20, 6]
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New Naming of Asteroid (65635) Hira-
yamashin as the Founder of Asteroidal
Astronomy in Japan

Tsuko NAKAMURA' and Junichi WATANABE®
'Institute for Oriental Studies, Daito-bunka
University, 2-19-10 Tokumaru, Itabashi-ku,
Tokyo 175-0083, Japan

’National Astronomical Observatory of Japan,
2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: Prof. Shin Hirayama (1867-1945), the sec-
ond director of Tokyo Astronomical Observatory, dis-
covered two new asteroids as early as in 1900 which
later obtained official numbers as (498) and (727).
The authors of this note recently happened to know
that his name had not been given to any asteroids be-
fore. In order to praise anew his historical achieve-
ments as the Japanese pioneer in asteroid astronomy,
we proposed his name to an asteroid discovered in
1977 by the TAO staff requesting to Working Group
Small Bodies Nomenclature of IAU. As a result, we
were announced from MPC the new naming of
(65635) Hirayamashin in September 2025.
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