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Current Status of Public Astronomical
Observatories in Japan

Tatsuki YONEZAWA' and Koki SAWADA”
'Misato Observatory, 180 Matsugamine, Kimino,
Kaiso, Wakayama 640-1366, Japan

*Faculty of Economics, Setsunan University, 17-8
Ikeda-nakamachi, Neyagawa, Osaka 572-8508,
Japan

Abstract: To mark the centennial of the Kurashiki Ob-
servatory in 2026, the Japan Association of Public Ob-
servatories (JAPOS) conducted a nationwide survey,
receiving responses from 140 facilities. This paper ana-
lyzes the current status of public astronomical obser-
vatories based on these survey data. The findings re-
veal critical challenges, including aging infrastructure
stemming from the 1990s construction rush, a lack of
long-term maintenance plans, and physical accessibili-
ty barriers. Although attendance at night-time stargaz-
ing events remains stable, many observatories operate
with limited financial and human resources, often re-
lying heavily on volunteer support. Finally, this paper
discusses sustainable management models tailored to
the diverse characteristics and regional roles of these
facilities.
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