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Structure of the Curriculum for The
Star-Sommelier Qualification System

Shinpei SHIBATA

Star Sommelier Program Management Group
'Nonprofit Organization for Star Sommelier, 5-6-8
Shironishimachi, Yamagata, Yamagata 990-0832,
Japan

Abstract: The Star-Sommelier (Astronomy-Guide)
Qualification System has been adopted nationwide
since 2007. Today, more than 9,000 people have ob-
tained the certification, and certification courses are of-
fered at approximately 50 locations across the country.
The program has become an important contributor to
the popularization of astronomy. This paper introduces
the structure of the curriculum used in the certification
courses and explores ways to integrate astronomy—and
science more broadly—into everyday life.
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