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Formation Process of a Light Bridge

Revealed with HINODE SOT

Yukio KATSUKAWA

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2�
21�1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181�8588, Japan

Abstract : The Solar Optical Telescope (SOT)

on-board HINODE has enabled us to

continuously observe fine features created by

magnetic fields on the solar surface, and is

expected to shed light on longstanding puzzles on

a sunspot. Here presented is an observational

study on formation process of a light bridge. A

light bridge is a photospheric structure dividing a

sunspot umbra into two parts, and provides

implications on how strong magnetic flux in a

sunspot is broken up by convection.
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