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A Long Interview with Prof. Keiichi Ko-
daira [1]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami, Chuo-
ku, Kumamoto, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the first article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Keiichi Kodaira. Prof. Kodaira has
made great achievements in stellar and galactic astro-
physics, and especially pioneered research on galaxy
structure based on quantitative classification of galaxy
shapes. He also led the community from the early
stage of the large optical infrared telescope project
(Subaru Telescope) and promoted the construction as
the Director of the National Astronomical Observato-
ry of Japan, making a significant contribution to the
development of Japanese astronomy. In this article, he
talks on his childhood and school days, when he en-
countered astronomy in the difficult social situation
during and after the war and aspired to become an as-
tronomer.
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