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A Long Interview with Prof. Norio Kaifu
[11]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami, Chuo-
ku, Kumamoto, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the eleventh article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Norio Kaifu. Continuing
from the previous article, he talks about the days of
the director of the National Astronomical Observatory
of Japan. While working on the incorporation of the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, Prof.
Kaifu promoted the construction of VERA and ALMA
as the director. His talk extends further to astronomy
in the Asian region, which has been rising in recent
years. He explains that the development of astronomy
in emerging countries requires a system like the in-
ter-university research institutes invented in Japan.
For Japanese astronomy, it will be important to review
the role of inter-university research institutes and to
think about the way it should be in future.
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