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Christian Doppler and the Doppler Effect

Masanori IYE
National Astronomical Observatory, Osawa,
2-21-1, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Christian Doppler, born in Salzburg, published a pa-
per describing the Doppler effect at the Imperial Royal
Academy meeting in 1842. This paper was later heavi-
ly criticized by Petzval and others, but Doppler’s re-
buttal became his last paper published before his
death. In the first half of this article, the author intro-
duces the unique lives of Doppler himself, his mentor
Stampfer, and his opponent Petzval. In the second half
of the paper, the author presents his critical review of
the Doppler’s paper and some views on the back-
ground of the controversy about the Doppler effect.
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