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Management of Ishigakijima Astronomical
Observatory through Regional Coopera-
tion

Hidekazu HANAYAMA

Ishigakijima Astronomical Observatory, National
Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 1024-1
Arakawa, Ishigaki, Okinawa 907-0024, Japan

Abstract: Ishigakijima Astronomical Observatory is a
unique observatory managed in collaboration with the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, Ishigaki
City, Ishigaki City Board of Education, NPO Yaeyama
Star Club, Okinawa Prefectural Ishigaki Youth House,
and University of Ryukyus, and was built in 2006. Ob-
servations of the Solar System and transient objects
have been performed with “MITSuME” (Multicolor
Imaging Telescopes for Survey and Monstrous Explo-
sions) instrument on “Murikabushi” 105cm tele-
scope, which is the largest optical and infrared tele-
scope in Kyushu and Okinawa areas, and have been
used for public outreach and educational activities of
astronomy. The observatory is open for public by the
local public entities and NPO. In addition, we promote
education in astronomy in cooperation with local edu-
cational institutions and university. Moreover, we also
have research collaboration with domestic and foreign
research institutions. We report on the activities of the
observatory, which is operated through regional coop-
eration.

673



