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A Long Interview with Prof. Keiichi
Kodaira [3]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami, Chuo-ku,
Kumamoto, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the third article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Keiichi Kodaira. After graduating
from the University of Tokyo with a master’s degree,
he moved to Kiel University in Germany. There, under
the guidance of A. Unsolt, a leading stellar physicist at
the time, he worked on the study of stellar spectra.
Then, after overcoming the thesis writing and oral ex-
amination in German, he obtained Ph.D degree, and
his research was evaluated worldwide. Also he gained
scientific motivation that led to his later research on
galactic structure and chemical evolution. Germany at
that time, like Japan, was in the period of reconstruc-
tion from World War II, and what was the situation
about German universities and academics?
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