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A Long Interview with Prof. Keiichi
Kodaira [5]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the fifth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Keiichi Kodaira. Prof. Kodaira
stayed at the California Institute of Technology in the
United States for two years and worked on observation-
al research. The 1960s was a time of great astronomical
discoveries such as quasar, pulsar, and cosmic micro-
wave background radiation, and the California Institute
of Technology was one of the world’s astronomical cen-
ters with many observational facilities and researchers.
In such an environment, his interest shifted from stars
to galaxies, and he came to think of a large telescope in
Japan. After returning to Japan, he was involved in
space astronomy, which was in its infancy at that time,
and designed and developed observation equipment us-
ing balloons and rockets. Such an experience was of
great help in promoting Subaru later.
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