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The Discovery of Molecular Complexity
at the Edge of our Galaxy

Takashi SHIMONISHI

Center for Transdisciplinary Research, Niigata
University, Ikarashi-ninocho 8050, Nishi-ku,
Niigata, Niigata 950-2181, Japan

Abstract: For the first time, astronomers have detected
a newborn star and the surrounding cocoon of com-
plex organic molecules at the edge of our Galaxy,
which is known as the extreme outer Galaxy. The re-
sults suggest that the interstellar conditions to form
the chemical complexity might have persisted since
the early history of the Universe. This article over-
views recent observational studies of interstellar
chemistry in low-metallicity star-forming regions.
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