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Astronomy in Haiku

Yoshiaki TANIGUCHI
The Open University of Japan, 2-11 Wakaba,
Mihama-ku, Chiba, Chiba 261-8586, Japan

Haiku is the shortest verse form consisting of only 17
syllables with the 5-7-5 pattern. Actually, most Japa-
nese people are fond of haiku in their lives. In addition
to the 5-7-5 pattern, it is necessary to include Kigo
(disambiguation) in each haiku. When we see bright
stars, and famous constellations (e.g., Orion) or as-
terisms (e.g., Summer Triangle consisting of Altair,
Deneb, and Vega) in the night, we feel their seasons.
This suggests that astronomy could be deeply related
to making haiku. However, only the following four as-
tronomical words are used as a Kigo; the Milky Way
Galaxy, starry nights, meteors (shooting stars), and
the Moon. Here we discuss how these words have been
used in actual haiku.
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