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Way to the Observation of Occultation by
the Asteroid Didymos

Hiroyuki WATANABE
JOIN (Japan Occultation Information Network)

Abstract: A global observation campaign for occulta-
tion (stellar eclipse) by (65803) Didymos (estimat-
ed diameter of about 780 m), a double asteroid target-
ed by NASA’s DART mission on September 27, 2022
(JST), has been launched in spring 2022. The global
observation campaign was started in the spring of
2022. We, an amateur astronomy group led by JOIN
(Japan Occultation Information Network), conducted
this observation in July, but we could not succeed due
to a large forecast error. This time, after the DART col-
lision experiment, a dimming was finally detected at
one location in each of Europe and the United States
on October 15 and 18. While there was not much in-
formation available, we were able to obtain significant
results of multiple locations for three consecutive oc-
cultation events on October 18, 19, and 27. I would
like to describe the circumstances.
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