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A Long Interview with Prof. Humitaka
Sato [8]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Affiliation: Faculty of Advanced Science and
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Abstract: This is the eighth article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Humitaka Sato. Prof. Sato
took over the nuclear astrophysics laboratory from
Chushiro Hayashi as a professor in 1986. While he was
working hard to maintain and develop this large labo-
ratory, the supernova 1987A occurred suddenly. Prof.
Sato, who pointed out the possibility for the emission
of high-energy gamma rays, embarked on gamma-ray
observations in New Zealand with a gamma-ray ob-
servation group. This served as the catalyst for further
collaborative research between Japan, New Zealand,
and Australia, eventually evolving into projects like
CANGAROO and MOA. Triggered by the supernova
1987A, Prof. Sato, although a theoretical researcher,
significantly influenced subsequent observational
studies. He talks this major event and its ripple effects.
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