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First Planetarium in Japan and Its Activi-
ties for Astronomical Education

Tsuguto Kazu
Osaka Science Museum, 4-2-1 Nakanoshima,
Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0005, Japan

Abstract: The first planetarium in Japan was set in
1937 when Osaka Municipal Electric Museum was in-
augurated. In 1934, Osaka city government planned
electric science museum including planetarium facili-
ty. For the realization of the plan, City officials asked
astronomer Dr. Issei Yamamoto, a professor of Kyoto
Imperial University for cooperation. As an advisor, Dr.
Yamamoto gave a lot of technical information about
planetarium and advice on how to offer planetarium
shows.

The Museum offered a variety of programs for teach-
ing and popularizing astronomy such as planetarium
shows and lectures, star parties. This article reviews
the Osaka Municipal Electric Science Museum’s activ-
ities, in 1930’s.
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