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The 100th Anniversary of the Planetari-
um and the Development of Astronomy

Hidehiko AcaTa' and Shoichi ITon’

! National Astronomical Observatory of Japan,
2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

* Kunitachi Astronomical Observatory, 6793-1
Yaho, Kunitachi, Tokyo 186-0011, Japan

Abstract: There are more than 350 planetarium facili-
ties nationwide, with an estimated 9 million visitors
per year. Planetariums have been important regional
centers for astronomy education and promotion for
the past 100 years. If the astronomical community is to
place importance on the use of planetariums, it will be
essential to work together as proposed in this paper.
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