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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [7]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the seventh article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. In this article,
Prof. Hiei discusses in detail his experiences during
his stay in the United States from the 1960s to the
1970s, the international collaborative research he en-
gaged in before and after that period, and the trends in
Japanese astronomy at the time. Triggered by his solar
eclipse observations in New Guinea, Prof. Hiei spent
two years from 1963 conducting research at the newly
established JILA (Joint Institute for Laboratory Astro-
physics) and HAO (High Altitude Observatory).
There, he was exposed to a vibrant, international re-
search environment that was markedly different from
Japan at the time, which provided both inspiration
and stimulation for his work. Later, Prof. Hiei contin-
ued to contribute to the international development of
solar physics by analyzing data from the American
Skylab program and by participating in US-Japan
joint research meetings. In this interview, he also re-
flects on his experiences of becoming a target of stu-
dent protests due to his involvement with Skylab and
related conferences, as well as on the intergenerational
exchanges between the Tokyo and Kyoto solar re-
search groups.
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