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BiIH: 22 6/NES A - TOIREY DR DA
LTI A CAL R > THATLE SR, 2 A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [8]
0%, KiE (ER) 3 AnE/KOM TR Hy  Keitaro TARAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
2T - > oy Vi - > L
I 5 20T, BAHATRILAOfME ¢ Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,

35 ) FIYEEY | 24 %
DE SGA T T =0/ NFITIHT 2 F oR Abstract: This is the eighth article of the series of a
FEEMEPESHL 2 Lo HRekey o long interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. Japan’s solar-
N o — v T el observing facilities advanced markedly from the late
y HmIRS %*ﬁﬂjj‘ & HE €, T &k 1960s into the 1970s. The centerpiece was the 25 cm
MT2HESADZINVF—IEEIL £ LT coronagraph at the Norikura Solar Observatory, devel-

oped by Eiichi Hiei and his colleagues at the Tokyo
Astronomical Observatory in partnership with

(FBIENTHEL ) Nippon Kogaku (now Nikon). It produced interna-
tionally recognized results in spectroscopic observa-
tions of solar activity, including flares. Because of
Japan’s unfavorable weather condition, magnetic-field
measurements became a strategic focus and were car-
ried out with the 65cm solar telescope at the
Okayama Astrophysical Observatory. Kyoto Universi-
ty’s Domeless Solar Telescope at Hida Observatory
likewise helped drive Japan’s solar research forward.
Against the backdrop of rapid economic growth, cut-
ting-edge large telescopes with distinct strengths were
built in quick succession at Norikura, Okayama, and
Hida, establishing the foundation for an observational
program capable of competing at the global forefront.
Prof. Hiei reflects on Japan’s development and on the
international currents in solar research around this
period.
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