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Theoretical Studies on High-Energy
Transients

Kunihito Ioka

Yukawa Institute for Theoretical Physics, Kyoto
University, Kitashirakawa Oiwake-cho, Sakyo-ku,
Kyoto 606-8502, Japan

Abstract: Astrophysical transients—sudden appear-
ances in the night sky that quickly fade away—are
symbolic of the impermanence of the universe itself.
Most of them are high-energy objects, and over the
past three decades, they have rapidly grown into a ma-
jor area of research in astronomy. This development
can be seen as a natural progression in the field. In this
article, I introduce my theoretical research on gam-
ma-ray bursts (GRBs) and fast radio bursts (FRBs),
and also reflect on the many unique and inspiring in-
dividuals I have encountered along the way.
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A Report on Possible Unconscious Bias in
the Subaru Open-Use Proposal Review
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169-8555, Japan

Astrophysical Science Center, Hiroshima
University, 1-3-1 Kagamiyama, Higashihiroshima,
Hiroshima 739-8526, Japan

Abstract: Regarding open-use observations at Subaru
Telescope, a dual-anonymous (DA) system has been
adopted for the review process since the S23B semes-
ter. The Time Allocation Committee investigated the
proposal success rate depending on gender, domestic
or international, and career stages of the principal in-
vestigator (PI) across 11 semesters, covering the peri-
od before and after the implementation of the DA sys-
tem. Before considering the DA system, the success
rate of male PIs was about twice that of female PIs.
During the preparation period and the semester in
which the DA system was implemented, the success
rates for both male and female PIs became roughly the
same. However, in the most recent two semesters, the
success rate of female PIs has decreased slightly and
exhibited a possible difference from that of male PIs.
We need to monitor the long-term trend through con-
tinuous investigation.
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