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Abstract: The ‘Hisaki’ (SPRINT-A) satellite was de-
veloped by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency as
an Epsilon M-class mission. Adopting the semi-cus-
tom flexible satellite bus, it was able to successfully
carry out timely scientific observations in a short peri-
od of only five years from the start of development to
the first observation. It was launched into its designed
orbit by the Epsilon launch vehicle on 14 September
2013, and began regular observations in December.
After more than 10 years of continuous extreme ultra-
violet spectroscopic observations, including coordi-
nated observations with other missions and ground-
based telescopes, the satellite was decommissioned on
8 December 2023 due to time-dependent degradation,
and completing its mission as a planetary space tele-
scope. This article presents three strategies for the re-
search and development of the Hisaki satellite and the
baton that the Hisaki satellite has passed on to its suc-
Cessors.
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