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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [1]

Keitaro Takahashi

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the first article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. He studied under the
guidance of Prof. Yusuke Hagihara. Prof. Masaki Ka-
buragi, and Prof. Yoshio Fujita in the Department of
Astronomy at the University of Tokyo. After graduat-
ing the University of Tokyo, he worked on solar phys-
ics at Tokyo Astronomical Observatory of Japan,
where he had observed solar flares at Einstein Tower
telescope with Prof. Zenzaburo Suemoto. Then he
served as the director of the Norikura Solar Observa-
tory at the Tokyo Astronomical Observatory and
played a leading role in the solar observation satellite
“Yohkoh”, significantly advancing solar research in Ja-
pan. After retiring from the National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan, he joined Meisei University,
where he dedicated himself to astronomy education
and even served as the university president. Moreover,
Prof. Hiei has observed numerous solar eclipses over
several decades. He describes himself as being afflicted
with “eclipse fever”, a term he uses to describe being
captivated by the allure of solar eclipses. This time, he
shares his experiences from his junior high school
days, including surviving the Tokyo Great Air Raid
and witnessing the end of World War II. How did
these experiences during his formative years as a ju-
nior high school student influence him?
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