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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [2]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the second article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. He dedicated
himself to his studies in the chaotic post-war period
and entered the Gakushuin High School. During his
one-year high-school period there, he was surrounded
by outstanding teachers in philosophy and languages,
which had a profound impact on his personal devel-
opment. With the establishment of the new university
system, he became one of the first students of the new-
ly founded University of Tokyo. Despite experiencing
severe food shortages in the post-war era, he deepened
his interest in physics during his liberal arts education
and decided to specialize in astronomy. Under the
guidance of professors who played a key role in re-
building Japanese astronomy after the war, he acquired
a solid foundation in the field. In graduate school, he
pursued solar research, analyzing the structure of the
solar atmosphere using sodium lines. This interview
explores his passion for academia, interwoven with in-
sights into Japan’s post-war educational reforms and
university life.
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