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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [3]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the third article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. He pursued optical
studies for telescopes at Prof. Koana’s laboratory in the
Physics Department of the University of Tokyo after
completing his master’s degree. At about the same
time, he was assigned as an assistant professor at the
Solar Physics Section of the Tokyo Astronomical Ob-
servatory. At that time, the observatory prioritized
government-mandated tasks over independent re-
search, and he was engaged in Ha observations of the
Sun in Mitaka, as well as corona observations at the
Norikura Solar Observatory. The establishment of the
Observatory was realized through the dedicated ef-
forts of Prof. Notsuki, the head of the Solar Physics
Section, who had been conducting preparatory re-
search and securing funding since the early postwar
period. The observatory was regarded as a “Science
Hall of Fame” in postwar Japan. Its construction be-
came a turning point, leading to the expansion of the
Tokyo Astronomical Observatory, which subsequently
established more observatories and increased the
number of researchers. Additionally, he talks on what
the Tokyo Astronomical Observatory was like when it
was still relatively small compared to the present-day
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan.
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