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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [4]
Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the fourth article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. The Norikura So-
lar Observatory was established in 1949, shortly after
World War II, serving as a foothold for Japan to rejoin
the international astronomical research community.
The success of its construction and operation also
paved the way for the establishment of other observa-
tories across Japan—in places such as Okayama,
Nobeyama, and Kiso—greatly contributing to the de-
velopment of Japanese astronomy. Observations at the
Solar Observatory were conducted on a monthly rota-
tion basis, involving many researchers and technical
staff from the Solar Physics Division and other depart-
ments. Despite the harsh, freezing environment, visual
and manual photometric measurements were carried
out with great dedication. Prof. Hiei also participated
in the observations as a young assistant professor, and
the experience at the observatory became a turning
point that broadened his personal relationships and
research horizons. In this article, he talks the observa-
tions and daily life at the Solar Observatory, as well as
“The Minor,” a gathering held in Mitaka under the
leadership of Takeo Hatanaka, which had a profound
impact on Prof. Hiei.
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