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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [5]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the fifth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. In this article and the
next, he talks about solar eclipse observations in great
detail. A total solar eclipse offers a rare opportunity to
observe the corona and chromosphere, which are nor-
mally unobservable, and observation teams were
formed in many countries to take advantage of it.
However, the locations from which a total solar eclipse
can be seen are extremely limited and often in remote
areas, requiring extensive preparation—including the
transport of instruments, travel arrangements, and the
setup of observation bases. Prof. Hiei, who has partici-
pated in many eclipse expeditions and jokingly refers
to himself as having ‘eclipse fever,” will share with us
the challenges, invaluable experiences, and unique al-
lure of eclipse observations. He especially hopes that
as many people as possible will witness the total solar
eclipse that will occur on September 2, 2035, visible
from the Hokuriku to Kanto regions of Japan.
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