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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [6]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the sixth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. Continuing from the
previous article, we hear about various experiences re-
lated to solar eclipse observations. During these expe-
ditions, there were many opportunities to cooperate
with observation teams from other countries and to
interact with local people, even in harsh environ-
ments. These experiences strongly reflected the social
and historical backgrounds of the time, revealing
memories of the Pacific War and insights into life and
culture in foreign lands. Furthermore, after retiring
from the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan,
Prof. Hiei led a large group of 92 people, including
students, from Meisei University to observe a solar
eclipse in Paraguay. There, the students received warm
support from Japanese immigrants, enthusiastically
engaged in eclipse observations, and participated in
international exchanges with fellow students, making
the event a great success. Through both the previous
and current articles, we see solar eclipse observations
are not only opportunities for scientific discovery, but
also offer rich experiences in learning and cultural ex-
change, connecting people across diverse cultures and
histories.

KXHH 202549 F



