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Stellar Motions as Probes of Galactic
Interactions in the Small Magellanic
Cloud

Satoya NAKANO

Department of Physics, Graduate School of
Science, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-
ku, Nagoya 464-8602, Japan

Abstract: I present the internal stellar motions of the
Small Magellanic Cloud revealed by Gaia. The Small
Magellanic Cloud is the nearest interacting galaxy to
the Milky Way, and its structure has been significantly
disturbed by close interactions with the more massive
Large Magellanic Cloud. The internal motions, traced
by young massive stars that follow the distribution of
the interstellar medium and by classical Cepheids that
provide accurate distance measurements, reveal com-
plex and chaotic stellar dynamics driven by galactic
interactions.
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