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A Long Interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei [9]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the ninth article of the series of a long
interview with Prof. Eijiro Hiei. Japan’s history of so-
lar-observing satellites truly began with “Hinotori”,
launched in 1981. While the United States sought to
study flares with the over-two-ton Solar Maximum
Mission (SMM), “Hinotori” was extraordinarily
compact at just 188 kg. That small size proved advan-
tageous: by using spacecraft spin for stabilization to
continuously sweep the entire solar disk, it captured
numerous flares whose timing and location were oth-
erwise unpredictable. This success led to its successor
“Yohkoh,” launched in 1991. Prof. Hiei also served as
one of the PIs, advancing instrument development
through international collaboration. The mission pro-
duced strikingly sharp X-ray images that astonished
the world, establishing Japan’s international standing
in solar satellite observations. In this interview we fo-
cus on Japan’s solar-observing satellites, and also hear
about his stay at the Meudon Observatory in France
and his tenure as director of the Norikura Solar Ob-
servatory.
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