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On the Simultaneous Public Lectures
throughout Japan Celebrating Tanabata
Kazunari SHIBATA, Hiroyuki MAEHARA,

and Keisuke NISHIDA

Kwasan and Hida Observatories, Graduate School
of Science, Kyoto University

Abstract: Simultaneous public lectures through-
out Japan celebrating Tanabata have been held in
the week of Tanabata (July 3-12) as a part of
activity related to the International Year of
Astronomy under a joint program between
Japanese astronomical society and Japanese
society for education and popularization of
astronomy. The 97 lectures were held in 36
prefectures throughout Japan and the total
number of speakers were 119. The total number
of participants amounts to 4600 people. This may
be the first and the biggest simultaneous public
lectures in Japan. We present a brief report on
how these simultaneous public lectures were
proposed and prepared.
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